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Albatross	
  –	
  Wings	
  of	
  Freedom	
  

This	
  magical	
  musical	
  delves	
  deep	
  into	
  African	
  history,	
  exploring	
  many	
  different	
  aspects	
  of	
  
slavery	
  and	
  freedom.	
  It	
  intertwines	
  mythical	
  folklore	
  with	
  historical	
  fact	
  and	
  emphasises	
  the	
  

importance	
  of	
  redemption	
  and	
  forgiveness.	
  
	
  

Set	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  1880s	
  in	
  Zanzibar,	
  East	
  Africa,	
  this	
  musical	
  tells	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  the	
  epic	
  struggle	
  to	
  
eradicate	
  the	
  black	
  market	
  slave	
  trade,	
  being	
  perpetrated	
  along	
  the	
  East	
  coast	
  of	
  Africa.	
  	
  Inspired	
  
by	
  the	
  true	
  story	
  of	
  Bishop	
  Charles	
  Smythies	
  of	
  Zanzibar,	
  we	
  follow	
  the	
  church’s	
  mission	
  to	
  end	
  
slavery.	
  In	
  collaboration	
  with	
  the	
  Royal	
  Navy	
  and	
  a	
  passionate	
  and	
  dedicated	
  group	
  of	
  local	
  
people,	
  they	
  capture	
  slave	
  boats,	
  free	
  the	
  slaves	
  and	
  bring	
  the	
  reprimanded	
  traders	
  to	
  justice.	
  

	
  
Although	
  a	
  historical	
  piece,	
  the	
  themes	
  of	
  anti-­‐slavery	
  are	
  as	
  relevant	
  today	
  as	
  they	
  were	
  over	
  

100	
  years	
  ago,	
  with	
  recent	
  estimates	
  suggesting	
  there	
  are	
  over	
  20	
  million	
  people	
  living	
  in	
  
conditions	
  of	
  ‘slavery’	
  throughout	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  

	
  
This	
  musical	
  is	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  continued	
  struggle	
  to	
  stamp	
  out	
  this	
  illegal	
  practice,	
  wherever	
  it	
  

may	
  be	
  found,	
  and	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  world	
  where	
  all	
  can	
  be	
  free.	
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JOHN	
  DE	
  CONQUER	
  
John	
  de	
  Conquer	
  of	
  feather	
  and	
  flesh,	
  could	
  walk	
  on	
  the	
  waves	
  of	
  sound	
  

He	
  was	
  a	
  saviour,	
  a	
  symbol	
  of	
  hope,	
  for	
  the	
  slaves	
  in	
  the	
  ships	
  that	
  he	
  found	
  
His	
  spirit	
  would	
  follow	
  them,	
  guide	
  and	
  protect	
  them,	
  from	
  horrors	
  that	
  lay	
  in	
  store	
  

He	
  is	
  the	
  Albatross,	
  graceful	
  and	
  strong,	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  forever	
  more	
  
Walking	
  with	
  wings,	
  walking	
  the	
  waves	
  
Walking	
  the	
  winds	
  that	
  filled	
  the	
  sails	
  
Following	
  silently,	
  flying	
  majestically	
  
Hoping	
  to	
  rectify	
  human	
  betrayal	
  

(Anna	
  Rusbatch)	
  
	
  
	
  

SOAR	
  LIKE	
  EAGLES	
  
	
  

‘But	
  those	
  who	
  trust	
  and	
  hope	
  in	
  the	
  Lord	
  will	
  find	
  new	
  strength.	
  They	
  will	
  soar	
  on	
  wings	
  like	
  Eagles;	
  
they	
  will	
  run	
  and	
  not	
  grow	
  weary,	
  they	
  will	
  walk	
  and	
  not	
  be	
  faint.’	
  (Isaiah	
  40:31)	
  

	
  
	
  

CHICKEN	
  KNITTERS	
  

All	
  children	
  deserve	
  to	
  experience	
  peace	
  and	
  happiness	
  -­‐	
  some,	
  sadly,	
  are	
  not	
  that	
  
fortunate.	
  Chicken	
  Knitters	
  International	
  Theatre	
  Company	
  aims	
  to	
  give	
  a	
  voice,	
  to	
  the	
  

voiceless	
  child	
  with	
  a	
  story	
  to	
  tell,	
  and	
  share	
  their	
  story	
  internationally.	
  
	
  

We	
  strive	
  to	
  create	
  innovative,	
  challenging	
  and	
  thought-­‐provoking	
  stage	
  musicals	
  and	
  youth	
  
operas	
  that	
  raise	
  awareness	
  of	
  social	
  humanitarian	
  issues,	
  historical	
  events	
  and	
  true	
  stories.	
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